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MEDIA STATEMENT (for immediate release)

Economic clock ticking while criticstinker

The region’s economic clock is ticking and there problems that must be addressed if
greater Wellington is to avoid becoming an inteioval ‘also ran’. That's the view of
lan Buchanan, chairman of the Wellington Regioriedt8gy (WRS) committee.

The WRS is a long term economic growth plan theat veéeased for public consultation
on September 30. Since then public meetings hase beld in Porirua, Kapiti, Hutt City
and Upper Hutt.

Mr Buchanan said there had been an average attemdéb0 at each of the meetings
which had yielded some good questions and inforongidism. “That’'s good because it
helps us hone the strategy which is what the ctetsuh process is about.”

However Mr Buchanan said there had also beenfdhined feedback and it was obvious
some had been wound up by fictitious reports @& bddw outs and lavish launch
functions. “You can’t blame the ratepayers. ladhbeen told $200,000 had been spent
on a launch glitz blitz, $5million was going to &éded to rates and that the strategy
leaders were on a greed and power trip, I'd beyatogr.”

“These claims are complete rubbish and it's timeerthnsense stopped. The launch ‘glitz
blitz’ was actually a function held at the regiosdium which cost $8000. Additional
funding was used to send information to ratepayéhis is a legal requirement and one |
support. How can we expect to get feedback froepeaters if we don’t tell them what's
proposed. The $5 million in new rates is actu@ilyom and most of those on the WRS
committee receive no additional payments so hosvgatisfies ‘greed and power’
ambitions is anyone’s guess.”

“This issue is far too important to be used asldipal grandstanding opportunity.
Greater Wellington’s economic performance is poa has been for some time. We're
growing at half the national average and to makearsaworse, New Zealand, in a global
context, is a poor performer,” he says.



“We all have family or friends who have moved peneatly to Australia and beyond.
They’'ve mainly done so because they can earn n440 per week on average — across
the ditch than they can here. This is a massiveréifice and it simply must be
addressed.”

Mr Buchanan said the strategy was a first classiohent, a reflection of the extent of
research and consultation that had gone into iteldpment. He said the extra rate, an
average of $3 per household per year, representsthading value. In spite of this much
of the debate had centred on the impact on raféss ‘is a result of scare mongering
about rate blow outs. The fact is, Rome’s burning &e’re squabbling over the price of
a cup of coffee.”

Mr Buchanan said eight of the region’s nine mayad shown excellent leadership in

getting the strategy to the consultation stage.c@ifrse there are aspects we don't all

agree on but we do recognise that regional coaperet necessary and we have taken
action.”

ends

For more information contact

lan Buchanan
06 304 9553 home
04 384 5708

Jock Mackintosh
04 970 9786
021 808 303



